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MOUNTAIN  ASH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH'S  ANNUAL  REPORT 


Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

The  Poplars, 

Tel.  No:  Mountain  Ash  3241  MOUNTAIN  ASH. 


To:  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Mountain  Ash 

Urban  District  Council 


Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my 
Annual  Report  on  the  Public  Health  and  Sanitary  conditions  of 
the  District,  and  the  work  carried  out  by  your  Officers  of  the 
Public  Health  Department,  together  with  the  vital  and  other 
statistics  for  the  year  1971- 

I  wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Members  of  the  Council 
for  the  interest  they  have  shown  in  the  Department,  to  the  Clerk 
of  the  Council  and  Chief  Officers  for  their  ready  co-operation 
and  to  Mr.  G.M.  James,  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  and  the 
Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

Yours  sincerely, 


JcLl.  WILLIAMS. 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 
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General  Statistics 


Area  of  District  (in  acres)  . . . . . . . ....... . . .  „  .... . . . . . . .  0 .... .  10,504 

Census  Population  (1961)  » ..........  „ . .. . „  „  „ „  „ .  „ . .  „  . .  29,575 

Registrar's  estimated  population  ..............................  27^800 

Rateable  value  ...... oto...ooo..o.ooo. ........ ............ ......  £496890 

Sum  represented  by  Ip.  rrate  . ... .................... .  £4,700 

Vital  Statistics 

Births  ©®®®«0©00«00©000000«000000©00©00©00000000000000000«  ^"59 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  Total  live  births  .. ......  3.70 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1000  population  . . . . .  16.51 

Stillbirths  000000000000000000000000000000000000.00000000000000  6 

Rate  per  1000  total  live  and  stillbirths  .... ....... .......... .  13.07 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  ............o.. 465 

Infant  deaths  (under  1  year)  ..................................  18 

Infant  Mortality  rate  per  1000  live  births  -  Total . 39.21 

Infant  Mortality  rate  per  1000  live  births  -  Legitimate........  40.72 

Infant  Mortality  rate  per  1000  live  births  -  Illegitimate  ..... 

Neo  Natal  Mortality  rate  per  1000  live  births  . .  23. 90 

Early  Neo  Natal  Mortality  rate  . . 17.40 

^">®^'-^-^-®’6al  Mortality  rate  o....oo.oe. ...... ..................o..  30o  10 

Deaths 

Deaths  that  actually  occurred  in  the  district  .................  239 

Local  residents  who  died  outside  the  Area  .....................  133 

Residents  of  other  districts  who  died  in  the  Mountain  Ash  area  5 

Corrected  number  of  deaths . . t ........... . .  367 

Three  hundred  and  sixty  seven  deaths  occurred  among  Local 
Residents  giving  a  death  rate  of  13.20  per  1000. 

Dearth  rate  for  19/0  ... 000. .......000.. 000.0.00.0000.0. ........  12*56 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1971  per  1000  (crude)  ....  11.6 

For  Glamorgan  (Administrative  County)..........................  12.3 

For  Ur b an  Di stncts  .0.... ..0.000000000.00.00.00.0.0. .00.0.....  12.9 

F or  R\n*al  Dr s t n cts  0.0.00.00.00.00.000...... 00. ...... 00. .......  11.1 
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Infant  Mortality  and  Peri-Natal  Mortality,  1971. 

Infant  Mortality  Peri-Natal  Mortality 


SOURCE  Deaths 

Rate 

under  one  year 
per  1§O0  live 
births 

Stillbirths 
&  deaths 
under  one 
week 

Rate  per 
1000 
live  and 
stillbirths 

England  and  Wales 

18.0 

17648 

22 

Glamorgan  County 

19-0 

309 

25 

Urban  Districts 

21.0 

224 

27 

Rural  Districts 

14.0 

83 

21 

Mountain  Ash. 

39.21 

24 

30.10 

Some  larger  Glamorgan 

Districts 

Aberdare 

21.0 

14 

24 

Porthcawl 

18.0 

7 

30 

Bridgend 

27.0 

5 

22 

Caerphilly. 

16.0 

16 

19 

Gelligaer 

12.0 

13 

21 

Maesteg 

17.0 

11 

26 

Neath  Borough 

22.0 

20 

53 

Neath  Rural 

12.0 

13 

25 

Pontypridd 

71.0 

20 

38 

Rhondda  Eorough 

22.0 

37 

26 

Stillbirths 


The  number  of  stillbirths  registered  was  6  of  which  4  were  male  and 
2  female.  The  stillbirth  rate  per  1000  registered  live  and  stillbirths 
being  13.07* 
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Infant  Mortality 


The  following  table  shows  the  Infantile  Mortality  - 
Deaths  under  One  Year  Rates  per  1000  Births  since  1921. 


Year 

England 

Wales 

Mountain 

Ash 

Year 

England 

Wales 

Mountain 

Ash 

1921 

83 

83.2 

1946 

43 

50.0 

1922 

77 

85.3 

1947 

4l 

73.0 

1923 

69 

64.2 

1948 

34 

46.0 

1924 

75 

74.0 

1949 

32 

46.0 

1925 

75 

88.7 

1950 

39.8 

48.64 

1926 

70 

69.7 

1951 

29.6 

41.74 

1927 

69 

89.5 

1952 

27.6 

50.88 

1928 

65 

70.9 

1953 

2608 

24.76 

1929 

74 

70.9 

1954 

25.5 

21.23 

1930 

60 

84.3 

1955 

24.9 

36.56 

1931 

66 

72.6 

1956 

23.8 

25.97 

1932 

65 

88.3 

1957 

23.O 

44.23 

1933 

64 

69.0 

1958 

22.5 

47.52 

1934 

59 

67.4 

1959 

22.0 

26.92 

1935 

57 

87.O 

I960 

21.7 

34.76 

1936 

59 

68.1 

1961 

21.4 

14.74 

1937 

58 

84.8 

1962 

21.4 

26.97 

1938 

53 

45.7 

1963 

20.9 

28.96 

1939 

50 

76.9 

1964 

20.6 

16.85 

1940 

55 

54.0 

1965 

19.0 

30.86 

1941 

59 

65-0 

1966 

19.0 

29.47 

1942 

49 

45-7 

1967 

18.3 

23.00 

1943 

49 

46.4 

1968 

18.0 

20.00 

1944 

46 

51.9 

1969 

18.0 

24.4 

1945 

46 

57-0 

1970 

18.0 

37.11 

1971 

18.0 

39.21 

Neo-Nata‘ 

L  Mortality 

1951 

18.8 

23.50 

1961 

15.5 

28.42 

1952 

18.9 

24.56 

1962 

15.1 

18.67 

1953 

17.7 

17.14 

1963 

14.2 

17.87 

1934 

17.7 

10.62 

1964 

13.8 

13.10 

1953 

17.3 

27.96 

1965 

- 

14.30 

1956 

16.9 

17.32 

1966 

12.9 

15.71 

1957 

16.5 

28.85 

1967 

- 

14.43 

1958 

16.2 

31.68 

1968 

12.3 

13.80 

1959 

15.8 

26.92 

1969 

12.0 

15.50 

I960 

15.6 

24.54 

1970 

- 

26.20 

1971 

12.0 

23.90 
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Perinatal  Mortality 


1959 

34.2 

54.00 

i960 

32.9 

58.94 

1961 

32.2 

32.85 

1962 

30.8 

42.25 

1963 

— 

37.70 

1964 

28.2 

32.19 

1965 

26.9 

24.34 

1966 

26.3 

34.62 

1967 

25.4 

22.50 

1968 

25.0 

43.90 

1969 

23.0 

34.80 

1970 

23.0 

32.00 

1971 

22.0 

30.10 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  stillbirths  per 
1000  live  and  stillbirths  since  1954. 


1954. 

1955. 

1956o 

1957. 

1958. 

1959. 
1 960  © 

296lo 
19620 
1963. 
1964c 
1965. 
1966c 
1967o 
1968  c 
1969o 

1970. 

1971. 


00000© 

000000 

000000 

000000 

000000 

000000 

000000 

000000 

000000 

000000 

000000 

000000 

o  o  o  o  o  o 

000000 

000000 

000000 

O  ©  O  O  O  o 

000000 


o  e  o  o  o 

00000 

00000 

00000 

00000 

00000 

00000 

00000 

00000 

00000 

00000 

00000 

o  o  o  o  o 

00000 

00000 

00000 

00000 

00000 


000000 

000000 

000000 

000000 

000000 

000000 

o  o  o  o  o  o 

000000 

o  o  o  o  e  o 

o  e  o  o  o  o 

000000 

000000 

000000 

000000 

000000 

00  0000 

©00000 

000000 


00000 

00000 

00000 

00000 

00000 

00000 

o  o  o  o  e 

00000 

00000 

00000 

00000 

00000 

0  0  9  0  0 

00000 

00000 

00000 

O  o  o  o  o 

00000 


0000000 

0000000 

0000000 

0000000 

0000000 

0000000 

0000000 

0000000 

O  O  O  O  O  O  o 

OOOOOOO 

0000000 

OOOOOOO 

OOOOOOO 

OOOOOOO 

OOOOOOO 

OOOOOOO 

OOOOOOO 

OOOOOOO 


OOOOOOO 

OOOOOOO 

OOOOOOO 

OOOOOOO 

OOOOOOO 

OOOOOOO 

OOOOOOO 

OOOOOOO 

OOOOOOO 

OOOOOOO 

OOOOOOO 

OOOOOOO 

000000  o 

OOOOOOO 

OOOOOOO 

OOOOOOO 

OOOOOOO 

OOOOOOO 


OOOOOOO 

OOOOOOO 

OOOOOOO 

OOOOOOO 

OOOOOOO 

OOOOOOO 

OOOOOOO 

OOOOOOO 

OOOOOOO 

OOOOOOO 

OOOOOOO 

OOOOOOO 

OOOOOOO 

OOOOOOO 

OOOOOOO 

OOOOOOO 

OOOOOOO 

OOOOOOO 


46.5 

29.2 

29o4 

33.4 

28.8 

31 -1 

39.29 

24.64 

31.12 

26  c  64 

18.53 

16.78 

21.15 

8.1 

29.0 

21.9 

8.65 

13.07 
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Infant  Mortality  1971 


Sex 

Age  at  Death 

Cause  of  Death 

Female 

1  hour 

Asphyxia  Neonatorum 

Female 

2-g-hours 

Prematurity 

Female 

3  hours 

Respiratory  Disease  Syndrome 

Female 

10  hours 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour 

Female 

1  day 

Asphyxia  Neonatorum 

Male 

1  day 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour 

Male 

1  day 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour 

Male 

1  day 

Coliform  Septicaemia 

Male 

4  days 

Cardiac  Failure 

Female 

2  weeks 

Disease  of  the  Digestive  System 

Female 

3  weeks 

Bronchopneumonia 

Male 

4  weeks 

Heart  Failure 

Female 

4  weeks 

Heart  Failure 

Male 

6  weeks 

Pneumonia 

Female 

7  weeks 

Pneumonia 

Female 

2  months 

Enteritis  8c  Other  Diarrhoeal 
Disease 

Male 

4  months 

Intestinal  Obstruction  8c  Hernia 

Male 

7  months 

Congenital  Heart  Disease 

8. 


Cause  of  Death 


Male 

Female 

Total 

All  Causes . . . „ . . . TI 

197 

170 

367 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  ....... . 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System . . . „ 

1 

— 

1 

Late  Effects  of  Respiratory  T.B.  ,.. . 

1 

— 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Oesphagus  . . 

- 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Stomach  . . 

2 

2 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Lung,  Bronchus . . . . 

14 

1 

15 

Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Breast  . . . . . 

— 

4 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Buccal  Cavity  ............. ...... 

1 

1 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Uterus  . . . . . . . 

— 

4 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Prostrate . . 

1 

— 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Larynx  .......................... 

1 

— 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Intestine  . . . 

2 

4 

6 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms  .......... ........... 

1 

— 

1 

Leukaemia  ................................ _ _ _ 

2 

2 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  etc ......................... 

7 

7 

14 

DiahotOS  MGllli/US  oocoeoooooooooooooooooooeooooooooooo 

— 

4 

4 

Other  Endocrine  e tc .  Diseases  ........................ 

3 

1 

4 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System  . . . 

2 

2 

4 

Moiltcll  Disorders  OOOOOOCOOOttOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOr 

1 

— 

1 

Chronic  Rhemuatic  Heart  Disease  ...................... 

2 

1 

3 

Hypertensive  Heart  Disease . . . 

11 

3 

14 

Ischaemic  Hear^  Disease  ooooooooooooo©©eoooooo©ooo©ooo 

53 

50 

103 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  ......................... 

3 

5 

8 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  .............................. 

13 

29 

44 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  ................. 

8 

10 

18 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis . . . . 

2 

2 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System  ................... 

• 

4 

4 

PnOUmOnifi  0000000000000©0000000000000©0000000000000000 

10 

10 

20 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  ............................. 

24 

6 

30 

Intestinal  Obstruction  &  Hernia  . . . 

2 

1 

3 

Asthma  •  ooeoooeooooooooooooooooeooeooooooooooooooooooo 

— 

2 

2 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  ................. 

8 

1 

9 

P  ^  P 1 1  C  U 1  C  6 1*  0000000000000000000000000©0000000©0000©00 

1 

mm 

1 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System  ....  ........... 

— 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  . . . 

— 

1 

1 

Congenital  Anomalies  . . . . 

4 

3 

7 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc.  . . . 

2 

1 

3 

Other  causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality  . . 

— 

3 

3 

Symptoms  and  Ill-Defined  conditions  . . 

1 

6 

7 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . . 

5 

«. 

5 

All  Other  Accidents . . . . . . 

3 

1 

4 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries  . 

2 

1 

3 

All  Other  External  Causes . . . . 

1 

- 

1 

_ I 
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The  number  of  deaths  in  which  Pneumoconiosis  figured  in  the  Death 
Certificate  was:  9® 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  in  the 
area  during  the  past  five  years* 


1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

— > 

M 

.  F.  T. 

M 

.  F.  T. 

M 

.  F. 

T. 

M 

0  F. 

T. 

M 

0  Fo 

T. 

••4 

Stomach  ....... 

3 

k  9 

6 

6  12 

3 

7 

12 

3 

8 

13 

2 

2 

4 

Lung ,  Bronchus , 

11 

1  12 

12 

-  12 

12 

3 

13 

12 

3 

17 

14 

1 

13 

Breast  ........ 

2 

4  6 

- 

2  2 

- 

9 

9 

— 

4 

4 

— 

4 

4 

Uterus  00000000 

- 

2  2 

- 

-  - 

- 

4 

4 

- 

3 

3 

— 

4 

4 

Other  000000000 

16 

9  23 

19 

13  32 

11 

6 

17 

3 

12 

17 

10 

9 

19 

Totals  00000000 

34  20  34 

37 

21  38 

28 

29 

37 

22 

32 

34 

26 

20 

46 

Male  Female  Total 

220  222  442 

8  9  17 


228  231  439 


Birth  rate  per  1000  home  population  being  . . .  16.31 

1970  birth  rate  per  1000  home  population  was  .......................  16. 11 

The  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  being  (crude) ................. .  16.00 

The  birth  rate  for  Glamorgan  (Administrative  County)................  17.00 

The  birth  rate  for  Urban  Districts  (England  and  Wales)  being  .......  16.70 

The  birth  rate  for.TRural  Districts  (England  and  Wales)  being  .......  17.30 


Live  Births 


Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


ooooooooooooooooooooooco 
0000000000000000000000 


Illegitimate  Births 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  registered  was  17  of  which  9  were  girls 
and  8  were  boys.  No  deaths  occurred. 
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Notifiable  Diseases 


During  the  year  the  following  notifications  were  received: 


Scarlet  Fever  ......... 

Whooping  Cough  ........ 

MeaSl eS  eo.ooooooo.oooo 

Food  Poisoning  ........ 

Infective  Hepatitis  ... 


Male 

Female 

Total 

9 

8 

17 

1 

2 

3 

31 

45 

76 

4 

3 

7 

51 

72 

123 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  confirmed  infectious  diseases 
during  the  past  seven  years. 


Disease 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

Scarlet  Fever . . 

17 

17 

22 

11 

14 

13 

28 

Dipllth.027lL9.  oooooooooooo 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Measles  . . 

76 

269 

269 

232 

72 

276 

110 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning  ........ 

7 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Poliomyelitis  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough  ........ 

3 

9 

- 

6 

- 

3 

- 

Paratyphoid  ........... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Meningococcal  Infection 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Enteric  Fever  ......... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

Dysentery  . . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Infective-  Jaundice  .... 

123 

74 

6 

! 

10 

11. 
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Annual  Report  of  Food  Poisoning 
Notification  (corrected) 


Food  Poisoning  Notifications  (corrected)  returned  to  Registrar 

General. 

Total  Outbreaks  -  4.  Total  Number  of  knov/n  cases  -  12. 

Food  Poisoning 

Food  poisoning  incidents  are  divided  into  three  categories. 

1.  General  Outbreaks:  Two  or  more  cases  in  different  families  due  to  a 
common  cause. 

Family  Outbreaks:  Two  or  more  related  cases  in  the  same  household. 

3*  Sporadic  Cases:  Single  cases  which  are  isolated  occurences. 

Twelve  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  by  Salmonella  Organisms  occured  during 
the  year. 

1.  General  Outbreak:  In  November  the  Department  was  notified  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  Aberdare  Urban  District  that  a  number  of  members  of 
the  Aberdare  Athletic  Club  who  had  attended  a  dinner  at  Aberdare  in 
November  had  been  taken  ill  with  suspected  Food  Poisoning.  Of  the  members 
who  attended  the  dinner,  four,  all  children,  lived  in  the  Mountain  Ash 
Area.  All  were  investigated  and  faecal  swabs  were  taken;  three  were 
negative  and  the  fourth,  a  girl  of  13  years,  was  found  to  be  positive  for 

a  Salmonella  like  organism.  This  was  subsequently  identified  as  Salmonella 
Enteritidis. 

2.  Family  Outbreak:  Information  was  received  from  a  Local  General  Practitioner 
that  a  school  boy,  aged  13  years,  was  suffering  from  food  poisoning  due  to 
Salmonella  like  organisms.  (Examination  of  a  faecal  swab  having  been  made 
at  the  Local  Pathalogical  Hospital  at  the  General  Practitioner's  request). 
The  case  was  investigated  by  the  Public  Health  Department  and  faecal  swabs 
were  obtained  in  respect  of  the  boy's  Grandmother,  Mother  and  two  sisters. 
All  swabs  were  found  to  contain  Salmonella  type  organisms.  The  organism 
was  subsequently  identified  as  Salmonella  Typhimurium.  All  cases  made  a 
good  recovery. 

3»  Sporadic  Cases:  A  resident  of  Mountain  Ash  aged  34  years .who  continued  to 
have  symptoms  of  diarrhoea  following  a  holiday  in  Tenby  in  the  early  part 
of  August ,  reported  sick  to  his  General  Practitioner  in  September  and  upon 
investigation  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  Salmonella  Angona.  All  family 
contacts  were  investigated  but  were  found  to  be  negative. 

In  an  outbreak  of  Food  Poisoning  which  occured  in  a  Premature  Baby 
Unit  outside  this  area,  seven  babies  were  involved  two  of  which  were  were 
resident  in  this  area.  The  organism  was  identified  as  Salmonella  Reading. 
Investigations  found  that  the  probable  source  of  infection  arose  from  two 
of  the  nursing  staff  who  had  recently  returned  from  holidays  abroad  -  one 
from  Spain,  the  other  from  Italy.  Family  contacts  were  investigated  and  it 
was  found  that  the  Mother  and  2  young  Brothers  of  one  of  the  babies  were 
also  infected.  However,  all  cases  eventually  made  a  good  recovery. 


12. 


!>oog 

. 

■ 

■  ■ 

■ 


Tuberculosis 


Tke  number  of  new  cases  notified  in  1971  were: 

Tuberculosis  -  Pulmonary  .  . .  5 

Meningitis  . . 

Other  Forms  . . . . 

Total  during  the  year  . .  5 

Cases  of  Tuberculosis  admitted  to  Sanatoria  in  1971  .....  2 

Cases  of  Tuberculosis  discharged  from  Sanatoria  in 

1971  . 2 

The  following  table  gives  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  persons 
notified  as  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  and  of  those  who  died  from  the 
disease. 


New  Cases  Notified 

Deaths  j 

Age 

Periods 

Respira¬ 

tory. 

Other 

forms. 

Respira¬ 

tory. 

Other 

Forms. 

0  to  3 . 

3  to  14  . 

13  to  24  .0. ...... 

25  to  44  . . 

43  to  64  ......... 

63  and  over  . 

Age  Unknown  ...... 

M.  F. 

3  1 

1 

M„  F. 

M.  F. 

1 

1 

M.  F. 

Totals  ........... 

4  1 

- 

2 
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The  following  table 
for  the  past  20  years. 

shows  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  in  the 

district 

Cases 

Notified 

Deaths 

Year 

Respiratory 

Other  Forms 

Respiratory 

Other  Forms 

1952 

39 

6 

16 

1953 

73 

3 

15 

1 

1954 

32 

4 

9 

- 

1935 

33 

4 

10 

1 

1956 

28 

4 

3 

— 

1957 

28 

’2 

10 

- 

1938 

23 

1 

39 

- 

1959 

27 

3 

9 

- 

I960 

28 

3 

11 

- 

1961 

21 

2 

8 

- 

1962 

12 

2 

1 

- 

1963 

21 

1 

7 

- 

1964 

14 

1 

3 

— 

1963 

15 

- 

7 

- 

1966 

10 

1 

3 

1 

1967 

15 

1 

1 

1 

1968 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1969 

6 

1 

3 

2 

1970 

6 

- 

4 

- 

1971 

5 

2 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examinations. 

Arrangements  for  the  chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  of 
specimens  from  this  area  remain  the  same  as  in  previous  years. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Sputum  Outfits  (which  are  obtained  from  the 
Chest  Physician  at  the  Chest  Clinic)  all  other  outfits  for  the  collection 
and  transmission  of  specimens  can  be  obtained  from  the  Public  Health  Department 
The  Poplars,  Mountain  Ash.  Medical  Practitioners  within  the  area  are  aware 
of  this  fact,  and  are  encouraged  to  use  these  facilities. 
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Water  Supply. 


The  whole  of  the 
Taf  Fechan  Water 

water  supply  of  the  urban 
Board.  Three  sources  lie 

area  is  supplied  by 
within  the  urban  area 

Reservoir. 

'’apacity  in 

Gallons 

Penderyn. 

132,000,000 

Chlorinated  only. 
Modern  treatment 
plant  under  con¬ 
struction. 

Perthcelyn. 

30, COO, 000 

Modem  treatment 
plant  completed  in 
1970. 

Clydach 

11,550,000 

Chlorination  only. 

Darranlas  Reservoir  was  discontinued  during  the  year  as  an 
impounding  Reservoir,  and  it  is  proposed  to  construct  a  covered 
Service  Reservoir  on  this  site. 

Service  reservoirs  are  situated  at: 

(a)  Buarth-y-Capel. 

(b)  Abercynon. 

(c)  Gilfach  Rhyd. 

(d)  Cefnpennar. 

(e)  Penrhiwceiber  High  Service. 

and  all  are  covered. 

Taf  Fechan  Water  Board  reservoirs  in  emergency,  supply  Abercynon. 

Upper  Neuadd  000, 000  These  waters  receive 

Lower  Neuadd  7b , 000, 000  full  treatment  up 

Taf  Fechan  3  j  ^+00  j  000 , 000  to  modern  standards. 

As  previously  reported,  work  continues  on  the  modern  treatment 
works  on  the  Penderyn  supply  and  the  Board  are  engaged  in  the  re¬ 
conditioning  of  all  distribution  mains  within  the  area. 

All  houses  and  other  premises  within  the  urban  area,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  scattered  cottages  and  farmhouses  on  the  boarders, 
are  on  the  main  supply.  It  is  now  the  responsibility  of  the  Taf  Fechan 
Water  Board  to  provide  an  adequate  and  wholesome  supply  of  water. 
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All  the  water  is  treated  by  modern  methods  of  chlorination  and 
filtration  and  it  is  possible  to  maintain  a  reasonable  supply,  even 
in  periods  of  drought. 

At  the  Health  Committee  meeting  held  on  2nd  May,  1971?  it  was 
resolved  that  the  established  practice  whereby  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  took  regular  samples  of  domestic  water  supplies  for  analysis 
be  discontinued,  and  that  a  system  of  random  sampling  be  undertaken. 


Bacteriological  and  chemical  sampling,  hov/ever ,  is  carried  out  at 
all  stages  of  its  collection  and  treatment  by  the  Jater  Board  ^taff, 
the  results  being  sent  to  this  Department. 

Consumer  samples  from  domestic  taps  are  taken  periodically  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  as  a  result  of  consumer  complaints, 

A  table  showing  the  results  of  bacteriological  and  chemical 
tests  of  samples  taken  by  the  Public  Health  Department . is  given  below. 


Bacteriological  Tests 

Chemical  Tests 

No.  of  Satis-  Unsatis-  % 

samples,  factory,  factory.  Satis. 

Na  of  Satis  Unsatis-  % 

Samples,  factory*  factory.  Satis. 

68  66  2  97% 

68  65  3  95-6% 

A  table  showing  the  results  of  bacteriological  and  chemical  tests  of 
samples  taken  by  the  Taf  Fechan  Water  Board  is  given  below; 


Bacteriological  Tests  J 

.  Chemical  Test. 

No.  of  Satis  Unsatis,  % 

Samples  factory  factory  Satis 

No.  of  Satis  Unsatis  % 
Samples  factory  factory  Satis 

House  , 

Supplies  88 ,  72  16  Si, 8/0 

4  4  100% 

Perthcelyn 

Treatment  27  27  -  100?c 

(Plant) 

----- 

During  the  year  the  Public  Health  Department  received  a  number  of 
complaints  of  dirty  water.  These  complaints  were  referred  to  the  Taf 
Fechan  Water  Board  for  investigation  and  in  the  majority  of  instances 
the  reports  from  the  Board  indicated  that  the  discolouration  of  the  water 
was  due  to  disturbance  arising  from  repairs  and  maintenance  carried  out  by 
the  Board  on  the  distribution  system. 
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Swimming  and  Paddling  Pools 


There  are  four  paddling  pools  and  one  open  air  swimming  pool  in  the 
Urban  area.  The  swimming  pool  is  situated  at  Gwernifor  Grounds,  Mountain 
Ash  and  the  four  paddling  pools  are  situate  as  under :- 

(1)  Gwernifor  Grounds,  Mountain  Ash 

(Brynifor  Paddling  Pool) 

(2)  Lee  Gardens,  Penrhiwceiber. 

(3)  Parc  Abercynon,  Abercynon. 

(4)  Ynysybwl  Paddling  Pool. 

The  capacities  of  the  swimming  pool  and  paddling  pools  are: 


Gwernifor  Swimming  Pool  ..........  150,000  gallons 

Abercynon  Paddling  Pool  .  60,000  gallons 

Penrhiwceiber  Paddling  Pool  ......  40,000  gallons 

Brynifor  Paddling  Pool  . . .  37 > 000  gallons 

Ynysybwl  Paddling  Pool  ...........  15 1 500  gallons 


The  Gwernifor  Swimming  Pool  has  a  continuous  flow  of  water  through 
a  pressure  filtration  plant  with  coagulation  and  filtration.  The  rat© 
of  change  of  water  in  the  baths  is  once  in  six  hours.  Three  paddling  pools 
have  a  continuous  flow  through  Bell  Brothers  Purification  Plants.  The 
water  undergoes  chlorination  by  gaseous  chlorine  injection,  and  alum  and 
soda  ash  treatment  for  coagulation  and  precipitation.  The  Ynysybwl 
Paddling  Pool  is  filtered  by  a  Diatonaceous  Earth  filtration  plant,  which 
gives  a  complete  rate  of  change  over  every  seventy  minutes. 

Samples  are  taken  weekly  from  the  swimming  pool  and  paddling  pools 
in  the  area. 

A  table  showing  the  results  of  bacteriological  and  chemical  tests  is 
given  overleaf :- 
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Source 

Bacteriological 

Tests 

Chemical  Tests 

of 

Supply 

No.  of 

Samples 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

% 

Satis 

No.  of 
Samples 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis 

factory 

% 

Satis 

Gwernifor 

Swimming 

Pool (Shallow) 

10 

9 

1 

9  o% 

10 

10 

- 

100% 

Gwernifor 

Swimming 

Pool(Deep) 

10 

8 

2 

8o% 

10 

10 

- 

100% 

Penrhiwceiber 
Paddling  Pool 

10 

8 

2 

80 % 

10 

10 

- 

100% 

Aber cynon 
Paddling  Pool 

10 

9 

1 

9  c% 

10 

9 

1 

90% 

Brynifor 
Paddling  Pool 

9 

9 

- 

1§0% 

9 

9 

- 

100% 

Ynysybwl 
Paddling  Pool 

10 

8 

2 

8c r/o 

io 

10 

.  £ 

100% 

River  Pollution, 


During  the  year,  close  co-operation  was  maintained  with  the  River  Authority, 
and  on  several  occasions  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  ask  them  to  apply  their 
authority  when  incidents  of  oil  and  ammonia  pollution  occurred  in  the  River 
Cynon  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Phurnacite  Plant. 

The  River  Authority  understands  the  importance  of  immediate  investigation 
when  river  pollution  occurs  for  otherwise,  the  source  is  less  likely  to  be  found 
and  they  have  never  disapproved  of  members  of  my  staff  doing  a  preliminary  survey 
and  passing  on  the  information  gained  on  the  spot.  It  is  this  sort  of  liaison 
that  led  to  the  detection  of  the  source  of  the  aforementioned  incidents  and 
enabled  the  authority  to  deal  promptly  and  vigorously  with  the  offenders. 

There  were  other  infrequent  incidents  of  spasmodic  pollution  principally 
to  the  River  Cynon  when  diesel  and  paraffin .oil  appeared  after  accidental  spillage 
or,  in  one  case,  careless  disposal.  Each  case  was  investigated  and  appropriate 
action  taken  and  there  were  no  complaints  of  fish  mortality  down  stream  of  the 
incidents. 

Trade  Effluent 


Trade  Effluent  agreements  are  in  the  process  of  being  negotiated  with 
two  factories  in  the  area  viz:  Messrs.  A.B.  Electronic  Components  Limited, 
and  Messrs.  Sageway  Limited.  Both  factories  are  situated  in  the  Ynysboeth 
Trading  Estate  close  to  the  River  Cynon. 
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Refuse  Disposal  and  Collection. 


The  collection  of  household  refuse  is  carried  out  under  the  direct 
control  of  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor’s  Department.  The  frequency  of 
refuse  collection  of  both  trade  and  household  is  as  previously.  Household 
refuse  is  collected  tv.dce  weekly  and  trade  refuse  is  collected  once  weekly. 

A  charge  is  made  for  the  collection  of  trade  refuse  and  many  traders 
throughout  the  area  take  advantage  of  the  service. 

The  disposal  of  refuse  from  all  parts  of  the  Urban  area  is  centred 
at  the  Pulverisation  Plant  at  Pontcynon,  where  the  domestic  and  trade  refuse 
is  sorted  and  processed  before  tipping  on  a  nearby  refuse  tip.  Unfortunately, 
yet  again  this  year,  mechanical  difficulties  occurred  in  the  Pulverisation 
Plant  which  interfered  with  efficient  operation  on  the  site. 

Despite  the  fact  that  refuse  bins  have  been  distributed  to  house¬ 
holders,  there  is  a  considerable  amount  of  indiscriminate  tipping  of 
rubbish  in  back  lanes  and  on  waste  ground  which  is  to  be  deprecated  but 
difficult  to  stop  without  co-operation  of  the  public,  although  every  effort  is 
made  to  do  so. 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Work  on  the  reorganisation  of  the  sewerage  system  continued  during 
the  year,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  new  Cynon  Valley  Sewerage  Disposal 
Works  at  Cwm  Farm  Abercynon,  will  be  completed  in  1972. 

Atmospheric  Pollution. 

Pollution  of  the  air  by  the  Phurnacite  Plant  affects  parts  of  both 
districts  of  Aberdare  and  Mountain  Ash  and  consequently  as  reported  in 
the  previous  Annual  Report,  it  has  become  the  practice  for  both  Authorites 
to  exchange  information  and  views  in  relation  to  this  joint  problem.  The 
Phurnacite  Plant  lies  within  the  boundary  of  the  Aberdare  Urban  District 
Council  and  is  therefore  the  direct  responsibility  of  that  Authority. 
However,  the  liason  between  the  two  Authorities  previously  mentioned  makes 
it  poesible  for  me  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  both  Authorities  to 
quote  from  the  report  made  in  my  capacity  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of 
Aberdare. 

Public  Health  Authorities  and  certainly  no  less  our  own,  were 
carried  into  1971  on  a  flowing  tide  of  conversationism.  The  previous 
year  had  been  Conservation  Year  and  considerable  publicity  through  the 
media  of  the  press,  radio  and  television  had  awakened  the  public  interest 
resulting  in  strong  expressions  of  concern  and  a  nationwide  demand  for 
drastic  reductions  in  the  level  of  pollution. 

Indeed  such  is  the  universal  concern  that  an  international  network 
for  the  monitoring  and  study  of  air  pollution  has  been  set  up  by  the 
World  Health  Organisation.  This  is  the  first  practical  measure  to  deal 
with  air  pollution  on  a  world- wide  scale.  The  network  consists  of  two 
international  centres,  London  and  Washington,  three  regional  centres, 

Moscow,  Nagpur  and  Tokyo,  and  20  laboratories  in  various  parts  of  the  world. 


19. 


/Cont. 


«• 

•  •  . 

■  .  . 

' 


The  main  purpose  is  to  supply  the  World  Health  Organisation  with 
information  on  levels  of  air  pollution  due  to  sulphur  dioxide  and  to 
dust  particles  suspended  in  the  air.’*  The  reporting  of  monthly  averages 
will  make  it  possible  to  observe  and  compare  trends  in  various  countries 
and  to  issue  warnings  where  necessary.  These  two  catergories  of  pollutants 
have  been  chosen  for  close  study  since  they  are  considered  to  be  the  best 
indicators  of  the  general  level  of  air  pollution,  although  other  substances 
such  as  carbon  dioxide  and  oxides  of  nitrogen  will  also  be  measured. 

Sulphur  dioxide  and  dust  particles  present  hazards  to  health  only 
when  they  are  present  in  the  air  in  certain  concentrations.  In  the  case 
of  sulphur  dioxide  the  respiratory  tract  becomes  irritated  when  a  certain 
threshold  has  been  reached.  The  hazard  created  by  dust  particles  depends 
on  the  chemical  nature  and  size  of  the  substance  in  suspension:  for 
example,  lead  is  toxic,  while  quartz  particles  may  cause  silicosis.  When 
the  danger  level  is  reached,  sulphur  dioxide  in  the  presence  of  smoke 
may  endanger  those  with  bronchitis  and  heart  disease.  However,  many  other 
pollutants  under  similar  conditions  may  present  risks. 

Residents  of  the  Cynon  Valley,  in  which  there  exists  a  unique  source 
of  pollution  have  .always  been,  and  justifiably  so,  vociferous  in  their 
demands  for  cleaner  air  and  this  Authority,  through  its  Public  Health 
Department,  has  v/orked  unceasingly  in  an  endeavour  to  obtain  an  acceptable 
level  of  pollution  (it  being  impossible  to  eliminate  it  altogether)  and  to 
reduce  the  pollution  to  an  absolute  minimum. 

The  unique  source  referred  to  is,  of  course,  the  Phurnacite  Plant  at 
Abercwmboi  which,  over  the  past  twenty  years,  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds 
have  been  spent  by  the  National  Coal  Board  on  pollution  preventive  measures, 
each  of  which,  it  is  true  to  say,  has  only  been  adopted  after  the  most 
vigorous  representations,  at  the  highest  level  by  the  local  authority. 

The  forms  of  prevention  include  electro-static  preceipitators  and  other 
sophisticated  dust  suppression  equipment.  Gas  scrubbers  have  been,  in  use 
for  a  long  time  and  more  recently  reasonably  successful  experiments  have  been 
carried  out  with  the  John  Zink  After  burners.  The  measures  adopted  and  the 
new  experiments  in  hand  are  very  impressive  but  the  extent  of  localised  pollution 
from  the  Plant  is  still  too  high  and  it  is  my  resolve  to  continue  exerting 
pressure  on  the  Board  for  general  improvements  and  for  increased  scientific 
experiments  in  pollution  control. 

It  is  important  too  that  the  present  equipment  is  properly  maintained 
and  renewed  when  it  cannot  properly  perform  its  function.  To  this  end  a 
constant  surveillance  of  the  Plant  is  maintained  and  frequent  meetings  are 
held  between  the  two  Councils'  and  the  Board  and  regularly,  at  more  general 
meetings,  the  interest  of  the  public  is  additionally  represented  by  the 
Abercwmboi  Clean  Air  Committee. 

When  examining  the  behavior  of  the  Plant  over  the  year,  it  can  be 
reported  that  from  January,  Nos.  1,  3»  5*  6  and  7  batteries  worked 

at  a  full  capacity  until  November  when,  internal  labour  disputes  caused  a 
reduction  in  working  hours,  and  production  was  reduced  to  50%.  A  correspond¬ 
ing  reduction  in  visible  and  measurable  pollution  might  have  been  expected, 
but  this  was  not  so. 
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The  nir  around  the  Plant  appeared  only  marginally  less  polluted  and  the 
volumetric  instruments  stationed  at  strategic  points  to  the  south  east  and 
north  of  the  Plant  confirmed  only  a  marginal  decrease  in  dust  and  sulphur 
dioxide. 

No.  2  battery  is  in  the  process  of  a  rebuild  and  is  not  expected  to 
become  operational  until  some  time  later  next  year  and,  because  of  constructional 
difficulties,  perhaps  not  until  early  in  1973*  It  is  then  anticipated  that 
the  replacement  programme,  subject  to  Local  Authority  approval,  will  continue 
with  the  rebuilding  of  No.  3  battery  and  subsequently  Nos.  4  and  all  of 
which  were  originally  built  in  1936/57  with  an  extension  to  their  operational 
life  of  longer  than  the  accepted  fifteen  years.  Such  an  extension  is  centainly 
not  helpful  and  whilst  new  replacement  Disticoke  batteries  cannot  be  deemed 
clean  from  pollution  emission  have  certain  refinements  which  make  them  an 
improvement  on  the  old  types. 

During  the  year  a  new  idea  called  the  ’’Spruce  Experiment"  was  proposed 
by  the  Board  to  the  Aberdare  Urban  District  Council  with  a  view  to  an  application 
fortPlanning  Permission  to  construct.  This  engineering  development  is  designed 
to  prevent  the  formation  of  steam  in  the  quenching  process  and  thereby  prevent 
dust  and  grit  being  carried  into  the  atmosphere  entrained  in  the  steam  as  it  is 
at  present.  It  appears  a  commendable  scheme  and  one  which  should  do  much  to 
prevent  the  heavy  localised  fallout.  Its  development  will  be  watched  with 
interest. 

The  Balfour  Pilot  Plant,  after  a  series  of  mechanical  failures  during 
the  previous  year,  was  set  for  yet  another  trial  run  early  in  January  and 
its  performance  was  satisfactory  until  almost  the  end  of  the  month  when  the 
operators  noticed  a  reduction  in  the  velocity  of  the  cooling  gases  and 
investigations  showed  that  a  steel  induction  fan  had  become  badly  eroded  by 
the  presence  of  sulphuric  acid  and  in  the  absence  of  a  replacement  fan  the 

Plant  had  to  be  shut  down  again.  Investigations  into  the  cause  of  the  failure 

revealed  that  a  considerable  engineering  modification  was  necessary. 

The  Board  gave  assurances  of  continued  efforts  to  overcome  the  difficulties 
associated  with  the  operation  of  this  Plant  and  whilst  they  were  not  optimistic 
about  eventual  success  they  would  continue  the  experiment  in  the  hope  that  the 
process  could  be  made  to  work  efficiently. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  however,  hope,  I  think,  turning  to  despair 

because  the  modifications  did  not  solve  the  problems  and  the  Plant  was  not 

operational. 

Summing  up  on  the  performance  of  the  Plant  during  the  year  it  can  be  said 

that  there  were  too  many  occasions  when  pollution  was  particularly  bad,  but 

that  generally  over  the  whole  year  there  was  a  marginal  improvement  probably 
due  to  the  experiments  in  dust  supression  and  the  slightly  cleaner  operation 
of  the  No.  6  and  7  new  batteries. 

In  trying  to  forecast  improvements  one  could  expect  some  marginal  ones 

on  dust  supression  where  experiments  are  in  train  on  the  Pugs  and  Briquetting 

Plant  together  with  the  previously  mentioned  "Spruce  Experiment".  Evidence 
shows  that  grit  and  dust  constitute  the  major  pollutants  while  the  concentration 
of  sulphur  dioxide,  although  variable  is  generally  not  excessive. 
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Finally,  I  must  voice,  in  this  context,  my  usual  note  of  pessimism  and 
reiterate  my  long  held  belief  that  the  "Disticoke"  method  of  producing 
smokless  fuel  can  never  be  made  a  clean  manufacturing  process. 

MEDICAL  RESEARCH  PROJECT. 

The  concluding  paragraph  of  last  year’s  Report  on  atmospheric  pollution 
read  as  follows:-  "As  a  result  of  the  discussion  at  the  Welsh  Office  and  the 
request  that  the  Alkali  Inspectorate  conduct  a  detailed  survey  to  determine 
whether  there  were  medical  hazards  associated  with  pollution  in  general,  and, 
in  particular  with  that  emanating  from  the  Phurnacite  Plant,  the  last  weeks 
of  the  year  saw  the  initial  steps  being  taken  in  preparation  for  the  organis¬ 
ation  of  such  a  research  project". 

At  a  meeting  attended  by  representatives  of  the  National  Coal  Board, 

Aberdare  and  Mountain  Ash  Urban  District  Council’s,  and  the  Abercwmboi  Clean 
Air  Committee,  Professor  P.J.  Lawther,  M.B.,  D.Sc.,  F.R.C.P. ,  Director  Medical 
Research  Council  Pollution  Unit,  explained  how,  following  the  meeting  at  the 
Welsh  Office  in  1970  (attended  by  representatives  of  that  Department,  the 
Board,  the  local  authorities  and  the  Alkali  Inspectorate),  he  had  been  approached 
by  the  latter  as  to  the  possibility  of  undertaking  a  medical  research  project 
to  establish  whether  there  was  any  substance  in  the  widely  held  local  view  that 
there  was  more  bronchitis  (especially  amongst  children)  in  the  locality,  and 
that  this  was  attributable  to  the  Phurnacite  Plant.  He  had,  in  1964,  had  some 
previous  contact  with  this  matter  but,  more  recently,  he  had  reconsidered  the 
issue,  and  discussed  it  with  some  of  those  principally  involved.  As  a  result 
he  thought  that  the  subject  offered  distinct  possibilities  for  which  general 
"community  involvement"  was,  in  his  view,  an  essential  prerequisite. 

The  sort  of  project  that  Professor  Lax'/ther  had  in  mind  (directed 
substantially  towards  the  young  and  old)  was  discussed,  leading  to  general 
agreement  that: 

(a)  a  survey  should  be  undertaken  in  an  attempt  to  establish  any  possible 
connection  between  the  level  of  atmospheric  polluton  in  the  valley, 
and  the  incidence  of  respiratory  disease  onong  the  local  population, 
especially  children; 

(b)  Professor  Lawther ’s  proferred  assistance  in  the  development  and  conduct 
of  the  investigation  be  accepted; 

(c)  I,  (who  would  by  my  combined  appointments  be  uniquely  placed  to  maintain 
contact  with  all  the  interests  principally  involved)  should  provide  the 
local  project  co-ordination;  and 

(d)  the  proposed  survey  be  clearly  seen  to  be  a  quite  distinct  issue 

from  the  efforts,  that  would  continue  unabated  by  all  concerned,  to 
reduce  the  level  of  known  pollution  from  the  Phurnacite  Plant. 

As  a  result  of  this  meeting  and  much  preparatory  work  a  programme  of 
research  was  commenced  on  1st  October,  1971  and  continues. 
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The  project  involves: 

1)  .  daily  recording  of  weather  conditions; 

2)  .  daily  measurement  of  sulphur  dioxide  and  smoke  at  three  sites  - 

Gadlys  Secondary  School,  Mountain  Ash  Comprehensive  School  and 
Mountain  Ash  Town  Hall; 

3)  .  daily  respiratory  function  tests  on  two  separate  but  similar  groups 

of  children  at  Gadlys  Secondary  Modern  School,  Aberdare,  and  the 
Comprehensive  School,  Mountain  Ash  and; 

4)  .  a  diary  survey  of  patients  with  established  respiratory  disease  and 

nominated  by  local  General  Practitioners. 

All  data  will  be  processed  for  computerisation  and  transmitted  to 
Air  Pollution  Unit,  Medical  Research  Council,  for  assessment  and  analysis. 

COMPARATIVE  STATISTICAL  INFORMATION. 

The  table  overleaf  shows  the  results  of  analysis  of  samples  of 
deposited  matter  collected  from  the  atmospheric  stations  set  up  at 
various  points  in  the  Aberdare  and  Mountain  Ash  Urban  Districts. 

These  results  are  now  given  in  metric  form  and  are  submitted  to  the 
Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research  and  the  National  Coal 
Board  as  well  as  being  reported  periodically  to  the  two  Councils  concerned. 
The  figures  denote  estimated  solids  in  milligrammes  per  square  metre  and 
if  divided  by  13  can  be  compared  with  the  figures  of  previous  years' 
tables  which  expressed  estimated  solids  in  tons  per  square  mile. 
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Mountain  Ash 


Collection  Point  Jan. 

Feb. 

■  ■ '  •  ■  1 

March 

April 

May. 

June 

Hibernian  Club,  < 

Mountain  Ash. 

4*2 

295 

224 

367 

328 

Workmen's  Hall,  pnn 

Ynysybwl. 

195 

165 

226 

- 

- 

Parc  Abercynon,  iqo 

Abercynon. 

167 

129 

60 

l4l 

137 

Comprehensive  School,  >  „ 

Mountain  Ash. 

156 

1171 

36l 

1,.,  — — - - 

518 

532 

Collection  Point  July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Hibernian  Club,  233 

Mountain  Ash. 

182 

> 

243 

229 

317 

- 

Workmen ' s  Hall ,  , 

Ynysybwl. 

97 

171 

201 

157 

89 

Parc  Aberoyriou, 

•  105 

Abercynon. 

108 

0  - 

0/ 

±42 

1*4  ' 

95 

1  ■■  —  -  1  - -  j 

Comprehensive  School,  ^9 

Mountain  Ash. 

178 

110 

1090 

331 

100 
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Aberdare 


Collection  Point  Jan„ 

Feb. 

March. 

April. 

May. 

June. 

Aberdare  &  Dist.  Co-op 
(Central)  Aberdare.  ^ 

172. 

M 

O 

-O 

0 

129. 

142. 

89. 

Aman  School,  ^ 

Godreaman. 

155. 

46. 

102. 

253. 

62. 

Abercv-mboi  School, 

Abercwmboi. 

0 

CO 

00 

1 — f 

253. 

331- 

118. 

248. 

Servini’s  Factory, 

Cwmbach. 

239 

204 

210. 

279. 

120. 

Collection  Point  July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Aberdare  8c  Dist.  Co-op 
(Central)  Aberdare. 

96. 

130. 

76. 

199. 

118. 

Aman  School ,  g^ 

Godreaman. 

7°. 

85. 

162. 

79- 

121. 

Abercwmboi  School, 

Abercwmboi. 

175. 

247. 

28#. 

216. 

185. 

Servini's  Factory,  r 

Cwmbach.  ^ 

287.  1 

247. 

265. 

249- 

165  e 
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Food  Hygiene. 


Number  of  Food  Premises  in  the  area. 


Wholesale  Greengrocers. . . . . .  2. 

Grocery  and  Provision  Dealers.. . .  49. 

General  Dealers.... . . .  93. 

Greengrocers  and  Fuiterers... . . .  2 6. 

Fishmongers . . . . .  1. 

Refreshment  Dealers . 15. 

Butchers. . . 26. 

Fish  Fryers.  . . . . . .  18. 

Confectioners. . . .  3. 

Bakeries . . . . .  2. 

Licensed  Premises  (Public  Houses  and  Clubs). .  45. 

Wholesale  Grocers . . . .  2. 

Wholesale  Confectioners. . . .  1. 

Canteens  Colliery . . . .  5. 

Schools . . . . . .  14. 

Factories.... . . . . .  4. 

Recreation  Ground  Kiosks. . . .  2. 


Number  of  Premises  registered  under  Section  l6,  Food 

and  Drugs  Act,  195$ « 


Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Ice-cream . . .  2. 

Sale  of  Ice-cream. ................................  88. 

Fried  Fish  and  Chipped  Potatoes...................  17. 

Butchers  Smalls . . . .  7« 

Distributions  registered  under  the  Milk  and 

Dairies ''General)  Regulations,  1959» ........ ...... .  8. 


As  a  result  of  visits  to  food  premises  it  was  found  necessary 
to  draw  the  attention  of  shop  keepers  to  the  provisions  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations,  hut  in  general  the  shops  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 

Ice-Cream  Regulations. 

As  previously  reported  most  of  the  Ice-cream  sold  in  the  area 
is  pre-packed  and  manufactured  by  large  Ice-cream  manufacturing 
firms,  but  there  are  two  registered  premises  within  the  area 
manufacturing  Ice-cream. 

During  the  year  12  samples  of  Ice-cream  were  taken  from  premises 
registered  for  the  sale  and  manufacture  of  Ice-cream.  The  Analyst's 
reports  indicated  that  all  were  Grade  1  and  satisfactory. 


(5) 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations  -  Prosecutions 


There  was  one  successful  Prosecution  in  the  Magistrates 
Court  taken  by  the  Glamorgan  County  Council  against  a  food 
distributer  under  Section  2  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Shops  Act,  1950» 

The  shops  in  the  Urban  Area  were  regularly  visited  by  the 
Shops  Inspector  in  order  to  assure  compliance  with  the  Act. 

Below  is  a  classification  of  the  shops  and  offices  in  the 
area  other  than  those  included  in  the  section  of  Food  Hygiene 

Corn  and  Seed  Merchants . .  4. 

Chemists/Drug  Stores. . . . . .  9. 

Departmental  Stores..... . . .  4. 

Drapers . 29. 

Electrical  Dealers..... . . . .  4. 

Furniture  and  Hardware  Dealers .  8. 

Hairdressers. . . 20. 

Ironmongers. . . . . .  8. 

Jewellers. o.ooo.ooo.a....o...o.....oe.o.o. ......  1. 

Boot  and  Shoe  Dealers  and  Repairers . . .  13» 

Dry  Cleaners. oo.«e.«ao..o..a...o.o...oo. ........  5. 

Motor/Cycle  Accessories . .  14. 

Radio  and  T.V.  Dealers........ . .  4. 

Newsagents  and  Stationers. ......................  l4. 

Outfitters..... . . . . . .  4. 

Banks . . .  8. 

Decorators . . . . . . . .  5. 

Opticians. . . . . .  6. 

Toys  and  leather  Goods . .  1. 

Carpet  Dealer . . .  1. 

Motor  Car  Shoinrooms. . . . . . . . .  6. 

Florist. . . . . . .  3. 

Fire  Applicance  and  Central  Heating.............  2. 

Records/Greeting  Cards. . .  1. 

Main/Sub  Post  Offices . . . .  12. 

Dentists. . . .  1. 

Doctor' s  Surgeries. . . .  7. 

Travel  Agencies. ...... ....... ........ ...........  3. 

Estate  Agents.. . . . . . * .  3. 

Insurance  Brokers . . . .  4. 

Solicitors. . . .  3. 


27. 


X 

. 

■ 

. 

. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955« 

I  give  belov;  a  statement  showing  the  number  of  samples 
taken  by  the  County  Sampling  Officers  in  the  Mountain  Ash  Area 
during  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1971» 


Sample.  No.  Taken. 

Butter . . . .  2. 

Cake  Sponge  Pastry  Mix..*..... . .  1. 

Cream . . . . .  3* 

Coffee  and  Chicory . .  1. 

Cheese. o«...«oo.o.o.o.....o....oo..o..o.  i _ . 

Lard... . . . . . .  1. 

Dessicated  Coconut ......................  1. 

Dripping. . . .  1. 

Milk... . 10. 

Flour . . . .  1. 

Soft  Drinks. . . . .  ?• 

Tea. . . .  2. 

Vinegar . . .  1. 

Mince  Meat. . . . .  1. 

J  am  eo.  .0.0.  ........  .00.0.  «oo.o.  oao.  ...o.-*  '  o 


I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  W.E.  Thomas,  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  supplying  me  with  the  above  information. 

Five  complaints  were  received  of  articles  of  food  containing 
foreign  bodies.  The  complaints  were  passed  for  necessary  action 
to  the  Glamorgan  County  Council  which  is  the  Food  and  Drugs*. 

Authority  for  this  area. 

Housing. 

Housing  Act,  1957* 

Action  was  taken  under  the  Housing  Act,  1957  in  respect  of 
individual  dwellings  which  were  found  to  be  unfit  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Act. 

The  premises  were  dealt  with  as  under: 

Number  of  Premises  subject  to  Closing  Orders  (Section  17) . 2. 

Number  of  Premises  subject  to  Demolition  Orders  (Section  17) ...4. 


Premises  for  whiah  undertakings  were  accepted.... . . . 1. 

Number  of  revocations  of  Demolition  Orders.....................!. 


The  number  of  families  rehoused  by  the  Council  from  Dwellings 
which  were  subject  to  Closing  Orders  and  Demolition  Orders  was  one 
and  the  number  of  families  privately  rehoused  was  four. 
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Discretionary  and  Standard  Grants. 


Discretionary  and  Standard  Grants  for  improvements  of 
houses  are  available  by  the  Council  to  property  owners: 

Completed: 


Discretionary  Grants  . . . .  6l. 

Standard  Grants*. . . . . . .  11. 

Applications: 

Discretionary  Grants . . .  103* 

Standard  Grants . . . .  28. 


Rent  Act,  1937  • 


Certificates  of  Disrepair. 


1.  Number  of  Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair.... .  NIL. 

2.  Number  of  Decisions  not  to  issue  Certificates..... . .  NIL. 

3.  Number  of  Decisions  to  issue  Certificates........................  NIL. 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects . . .  NIL. 

(b)  in  all  respects  of  all  defects.. . . . . .  NIL. 

4.  Number  of  Undertakings  given  by  Landlord  under  Para  3  of 

First  Schedule . . .  NIL. 

3.  Number  of  Certificates  issued . . . NIL. 

6.  Applications  by  Landlords  to  Local  Authority  for  cancellation 

of  Certificates . .  NIL. 

7.  Certificates  cancelled................. . NIL. 


National  Assistance  Act  1948  -  Section  21  (l)  (6) 

Homeless  Families  -  Intermediate  Accommodation. 

The  rapid  deterioration  of  the  situation  at  the  Intermediate 
Accommodation  buildings  at  Llanwonno  Road,  Mountain  Ash,  has  been  a 
matter  of  great  concern.  These  buildings  have  been  subjected  to  an 
extensive  degree  of  vandalism,  rendering  the  four  units  uninhabitable. 

At  a  meeting  in  November  1971  the  Joint  Committee  considered  the 
present  unsatisfactory  situation  and,  in  the  apparent  absence  of  any 
financial  help  from  the  County  Council  and  the  very  considerable  cost  of 
reinstating  the  buildings,  decided  that  serious  consideration  had  to  be 
given  to  the  termination  of  the  entire  project.  The  participating  Councils 
of  Aberdare,  Mountain  Ash  and  Pontypridd  were  asked  to  consider  their 
individual  policies  on  the  advisability  of  continuing  with  the  Intermediate 
Accommodation  scheme,  and  early  next  year  representatives  of  each  Council 
are  to  report  to  a  meeting  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  their  views  as  to  the 
continuation  of  the  project. 

County  Council  provisions  for  homeless  families  only  caters  for  mothers 
and  children.  This  ’Joint*  project  has  provided  a  home  for  the  whole  family, 
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"thereby  keeping  the  family  intact*  It  has  served  a  very  useful  purpose 
and  has  benefited  a  considerable  number  of  families,  most  of  v/hom, 
following  their  stay  in  this  temporary  accommodation,  have  been  rehoused 
by  their  respective  Councils. 

It  seems  likely,  however,  that  this  experiment,  designed  to  give 
more  comprehensive  help  to  homeless  families,  is  likely  to  fail  and  it 
is  a  great  pity. 

GENERAL  HEALTH  AND  WELFARE  SERVICES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

!•  Services  Provided  by  the  Glamorgan  County  Council. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  Midwifery,  Home  Nursing,  Home  Help, 

School  Medical  and  Health  Visiting. 

These  services  are  administered  by  the 

Divisional  Health  Office, 

Headquarters:  Divisional  Health  Offices, 

New  Clinic  Buildings, 

Rock  Grounds,  Aberdare. 

Tel:  Aberdare  2497/8. 

For  the  residents  of  Ynysybwl,  the  services  are  administered 

by: 

Divisional  Health  Officer, 

Headquarters:  Divisional  Health  Offices, 

Courthouse  Street, 

Pontypridd, 

Tel:  Pontypridd  409731. 

(b)  Mental  Health  Services: 


The  duly  authorised  officers  for  this  area  are: 


Mr.  G.  Williams, 

Llewellyn  Street, 

Trecynon, 

Aberdare. 

Tel:  Aberdare  3018  and  4330. 

(c)  Ambulance  Services: 

The  Ambulance  Station  for  this  area  is  situated  at: 

Hawthorn , 

Rhydyfelin, 

Pontypridd. 

Tel:  Pontypridd  3973* 
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(d)  Welfare  Services: 


Officers  of  the  Welfare  Department  are  available  to  offer  advice 
and  assistance  to  those  in  need  of  hostel  accommodation,  the  blind 
and  the  handicapped. 

The  local  offices  for  the  area  are: 


(a)  Area  Office, 

Llewellyn  Street, 

Trecynon, 

Aberdare. 

Tel:  Aberdare  3018  and  4350* 


(b)  County  Offices, 

Courthouse  Street, 

Pontypridd, 

Tel:  Pontypridd  405731 • 

£e)  Children’s  Department: 

The  Office  of  the  Children's  Department  of  the  County  Council 
is  at: 


Greyfriars  Road, 
Cardiff. 

Tel:  Cardiff  28033* 


(f)  Registration  of  Births,  Deaths  and  Marriages: 

13,  Gelliwastad  Road,  Pontypridd. 

Tel:  Pontypridd  402286. 

The  local  offices  are  situated  at: 


53?  Commercial  Street, 
Mountain  Ash. 

Tel:  Mountain  Ash  2792* 


Monday  and  Thursday: 

2.30  -  4.00  p.m. 
Wednesday: 

10  -  12  noon. 


5,  Ynysmeurig  Road, 
Abercynon. 

Friday: 

10  -  12  noon. 
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Workmen 1 s  Hall , 
Ynysybwl. 

Tuesday: 

10  -  12  nnon. 

Thursday: 

10  -  11  a.m. 

(g)  Probation  Officer: 


The  address  of  the  Principal  Probation  Officer  is  at: 

St.  Catherine’s  Chamber, 

Mill  Street, 

Pontypridd. 

Tel:  Pontypridd  2157* 

The  Local  Office  is  at: 


21,  Cardiff  Street, 

Aberdare, 

Tel:  Aberdare  2901. 

2.  Services  Provided  by  the  Welsh  Regional  Hospital  Board: 

Hospital  facilities  for  the  area  are  administered  by: 

(a)  The  Merthyr  and  Aberdare  Hospital  Management  Committee. 

The  office  of  this  Committee  is  at: 

St.  Tydfil’s  Hospital, 

Merthyr  Tydfil. 

Tel:  Merthyr  3^+01- 

(b)  The  Pontypridd  and  Rhondda  Hospital  Management  Committee 

Albert  Road, 

Pontypridd. 

Tel:  Pontypridd  404121. 

(c)  Chest  Clinics: 


Melbourne  House,  Penrhiwceiber  Road,  Penrhiwceiber. 

The  Clinic  is  open  on  Tuesday  and  Friday  mornings: 

(10  a.m.  to  12  noon)  and  once  monthly  for  Contact  Clinic 
Tel:  Mountain  Ash  2719- 

Glenview,  Courthouse  Street,  Pontypridd. 

.(open  Monday  and  Friday  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  Saturday: 

9  a.m.  to  12  noon).  Tel  No:  Pontypridd  402204. 
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Services  Provided  by  Government  Departments. 


(a)  Ministry  of  Social  Security. 

Central  Office  (Wales)  is  at: 

Government  Buildings, 

St.  Agnes  Road, 

Gabalfa, 

Cardiff. 

[Tel:  Cardiff  62131* 
Local  Offices: 


Duffryn  Road,  Mountain  Ash. 
Tel:  Mountain  Ash  2215* 

Park  Buildings,  Pontypridd. 
Tel:  Pontypridd  3018* 

Area  Offices: 


Glanynys,  Cwmbach  Road, 

Aberdare. 

Tel:  Aberdare  23^3* 

Old  Way  House, 

Broadway , 

Pontypridd. 

Tel:  Pontypridd  405l6l. 

(b)  Pneumoconiosis  Medical  Panel: 

The  office  is  situated  at  the  East  Entrance: 

Prudential  Buildings, 

Cathays  Park, 

Cardiff. 

Tel:  Cardiff  26l6l. 

4.  General  Practitioners  Services: 

This  Service  is  provided  by  the  Glamorgan  Executive  Council  of 

Churchill  House, 

Churchill  Way, 

Cardiff. 

Tel:  Cardiff  26216. 

(National  Health  Council) . 
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National  Assistance  Act,  1948  -  Burial  of  the  Dead: 


During  the  year  no  applications  were  made  to  the  Local  Authority 
for  assistance  for  Burial  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act. 

Meals  on  Wheels  Service. 

The  urban  area  is  divided  into  five  delivery  areas  and  these  are, 
together  with  the  number  of  persons  who  received  meals  during  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1971  were  as  under: 


Duffryn. . . .  . . 67 

Darranlas . . 70 

Penrhiwceiber. ............ .  66 

Abercynon. . .  68 

Ynysybwl . . 60 


The  Council  purchase  their  meals  for  the  heals  on  Wheels  Service 
from  Messrs.  J.F.  Everest,  Bridgend,  who  are  the  caterers  to  Messrs 
A.B.  Electronic  Components,  Carpet  Products  Limited,  and  Sageway  Ltd. 

The  relationship  between  the  staff  of  the  Canteens,  the  Department 
and  the  Driver  Attendants  is  excellent  and  the  smooth  operation  of  the 
Meals  on  Wheels  Service  in  the  area  continued  as  in  previous  years. 

The  following  statistics  have  been  compiled  and  cover  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1971 • 


Total  Number  of  meals  delivered  since  the  inception 

of  the  service.... . .. . . . . . . .  191971 

Total  Number  of  meals  delivered  from  1st  January,  1970 

to  31st  December,  1971- .  33 > 44l 

Number  of  new  customers  accpeted  during  the  year...... .  47. 

Cancellations  due  to  death.......... . . .  22. 

Cancellations  due  to  illness,  diets,  moving  to  relatives,  etc..  158. 

Total  number  of  customers  on  list . . . .  328 . 

Number  of  full-time  Driver/Attendants . . . .  6. 

Number  of  vans  covering  the  area............ . .  3« 

Number  of  relief  Driver/Attendants. . . . . . . . .  3- 


' 
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Porthcawl  Rest, 


The  Council  have  made  arrangements  with  the  Management  of  the 
Porthcawl  Rest  Convalescent  Home,  Rest  Bay,  Porthcawl,  for  Aged 
People  from  the  Urban  Area  to  take  a  weeks  holiday  during  the 
’’Off  Season"  period  of  the  year  which  is  October  to  April.  During 
the  year  some  75  people  from  the  urban  area  spent  a  most  enjoyable 
holiday  at  the  Rest.  This  scheme  is  organised  by  the  Public  Health 
Department  on  behalf  of  the  Council. 

Day  Centre. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  gave  consideration  to 
the.  setting  up  of  a  Day  Centre  for  Old  People  on  a  site  in  Oxford 
Street,  Mountain  ,.sh.  Preliminary  discussions  in  relation  to  the 
project  have  been  initiated  between  the  Council  and  the  Welsh  Office. 


J.  LL.  WILLIAMS. 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH . 
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Summary  of  Work  Done  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

Number  of  premises  inspected  and  revisited. ...  . . . . . . .  583* 

Number  of  Notices  served  under: 

Section  93i  Public  Health  Act,  1936: 

Informal. . . . l46. 

Statutory. . . . . . . . .  36. 

General  Repairs. 

Chimneys  and  fireplaces . . . . .  13» 

Poofs. ..«.«.»>  O..Q..O.  .....  O..  ..0......0.  .......  OOO.  ..........  38 . 

Eavesgutters  and  downpipes. . . . . . .  23« 

External,  hall  Is......... . . . .  36. 

Windows  and  doors................. . . .  28. 

Internal  walls,  partitions  and  ceilings.. . .  12. 

FlOOrS.  .  .....  soo.  00a*  0.0.  0.....0....  ...eoe.  oe«..ooo.  o.®  90000  l6. 

Internal  Staircases . l4. 

Cupboards  and  Skirtings . . . . . .  17. 

Sculleries  and  Pantries . . . . . .  16. 

Yard  pavement  and  steps . . . . .  1^« 

Wash  houses  and  coal  houses............ .  3» 

Boundary  and  forecourt  walls..... . . .  8. 

Repairs  to  water  services....... . .  7* 

Accumulations  removed. . . 11. 

Garden  retaining  walls. . . . .  6. 

Section  39s  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Number  of  Notices  served...... . . .  11. 

Drainage : 

Cleansed ,  repaired  and  relaid. . . .  35* 

Drains  tested. . . . . . . . .  7  8 . 

Cesspools  Cleansed. . . . . .  1. 

Section  43,  Public  Health  Act,  1936: 

Number  of  Notices  Served.... . . . . .  l8. 

Section  47,  Public  Health  Act,  1936: 

Number  of  Notices  served... . . . .  12. 

Sanitary  Conveniences; 

General  Repairs . . . . . . .  37. 

Waterflushing  apparatus  repaired  or  renewed . . .  28. 

Waterclosets  pans  removed... . . . . . . .  10* 


36. 
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Infectious  Diseases: 


Number  of  cases  visited 
Disinfection: 


203. 


Number  of  dirty  or  verminous  premises  disinfected....  87. 


Public  Health  Act,  1936  ~  Section  47. 

Under  the  provisions  of  Section  47  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 

1936,  the  Council  are  able  to  pay  half  the  reasonable  cost  of  the 
conversions  of  closets  to  waterclosets.  During  the  year  the  following 
conversions  were  undertaken: 

Number  of  does  Is  converted  to  waterclosets  on 

application  from  the  owner  or  by  Statutory  Notice . .  37* 

JheJillk  r.i ’  -v-!  d  eg,,  I Generali. Regulaiisrus  ,.1959 » 

The  supervise  on  of  the  retail  distribution  of  milk  is  the 
duty  of  the  local  authority,  although  the  licensing  authority  for 
the  Designated  Milks  is  the  Glamorgan  County  Council.  . 

During  the  year,  20  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  Bacteriological 
examination  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Cardiff,  all  were 
satisfactory. 


Food  Condemned  During  197*  and  1971 » 

1970. 


Tinned  Cooked  Ham . . . .  206  lbs. 

Tinned  Creejn. . . . . . . . . . . .  24  ozs. 

Tinned  Soups/Stews . . . . .  34  lbs. 

Tinned  Baked  Beans . . . . . .  ^  lb. 

Tinned  Fish. . . .  43r  lbs. 

Tinned  Vegetables. . . . . .  60  lbs. 

Tinned  Meats. . . . . .  77 2  lbs. 

Frozen  Fish. . . . . .  JO  -lLs. 

Frozen  Pastries. . . . . . . • » «  5  lbs. 

Milk; . . . . . . . .  2  tins. 

Chocolate  Mousse..... . . . . .  15  lbs. 

Butter . . . . . **** .  lbs’ 

Lard........... . . . •••••••••••  l6  lbs. 

Cream  Crackers..... . . . . .  22-£  lbs. 

Tinned  Chicken . . . . . . .  32  lbs. 

Cheese  Portions . . . . . . .  l4  lbs. 

Bottle  Sauces..... . .  62  fl.  ozs. 

Tinned  Tomatoes. . . . . .  233  lbs. 

Tinned  Cond/Evap.  Milk . . . .  5  fl*  ozs. 

Tinned  Fruit . . .  7^2  lbs. 


/Cont 
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Frozen  Vegetables. .......  .  •  15  lbs. 

Frozen  Meats . . .  51  lbs. 

Mineral  Drinks.......... . . . .  7 2  fl.  ozs. 

Rice.... . . . . .  '15  ozs. 


1971. 


Pies/Pasties . . 

Salted  Peanuts. . . . . . 

Turkeys . . . . 

Lard. . . . . 

Unlabelled  Tin  Food . 

Custard  Powder . . . 

Assorted  Sweets. . . . 

Flour . . . . . 

Tinned  Baked  Beans- , . . 

Tinned  Meats . .  . . . . 

Tinned  Soups/Stews.  .  . . 

Tinned  Tomatoes. ....  . . . 

Tinned  Vegetables  . . . 

Tinned  Fisk.  .00....  ...w.. .«.»»«. .«*. 

Frozen  Meats. .. .  .............. 

Frozen  Vegetables.  .  ................ 

Cream. . . . . . 

Chickens. .......................... 

Butter .0.9.  0.000  JW  .0000000.0.  ... ... 

Cheese . . . . 

Tinned- Bahy  Food. .................. 

Cooked  Ham. .oaoa.oooooeoo.o.ooo.oo. 

Tinned  Fruit ......  —  . .  < ........... 

Tinned  Puddings. . . . 

Frozen  Fish . . 

Frozen  Pastry. . . . 

Evap/Cond. :  Milk.  . . . 

Tinned  Spaghetti...... . 

Fresh  Meat . .................... 

Frozen  Chicken . . . 

Trifles/Mousse. .....  . . 

Tinned  Tomatoe  Juice. .............. 

Tinned  Fruit  Juice ....... ............ 

Tinned  Corned  Beef. ................ 


a 


A 


o 
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47  lbs. 

14  lbs. 

87  lbs. 

8  lbs. 

96  lbs. 

2  lbs. 

28  lbs. 

6  lbs. 

59  lbs. 

182  lbs. 

70  lbs. 

442  lbs. 
l4l  lbs. 

15  lbs. 

225  lbs. 

299  lbs. 

68  fl.  ozs. 

453  lbs. 

11  lbs. 

21  lbs. 

33  lbs. 

191  lbs. 

566  lbs. 

25  lbs. 

208  lbs. 

100  lbs. 

97  fl.  ozs. 
42  lbs. 

395  lbs. 

59  lbs. 

300  fl.  ozs. 
201  fl.  ozs. 
320  fl.  ozs. 
54  lbs. 


Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

Premises  which  sell  pet  animals  are  subject  to  annual  licence 
issued  by  the  Local  Authority.  One  application  was  received  during 
the  year  for  a  licence  to  sell  pets  in  a  shop  in  Mountain  Ash. 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Materials  Act,  1951. 

One  factory  in  the  area  is  registered  as  an  upholstery  premises. 

38. 
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Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  19&3. 


One  premises  in  the  Urban  Area  applied  for  the  renewal  of 
its  licence  in  respect  of  boarding  animals  under  the  above  Act.  The  Vet¬ 
erinary  Surgeon  engaged  by  the  Council  made  periodic  inspections  during 
the  year  to  ensure  that  the  provisions  of  the  Act  was  fulfilled. 

Riding  Establishments  Act,  1964. 

There  were  two  Riding  Establishment  licenced  by  the  Authority 
in  the  area.  These  premises  were  inspected  by  the  Council's  Veterinary 
Surgecn.  Quarterly  inspections  were  made  of  the  premises  and  the 
horses  to  ensure  that  the  provisions  of  the  Act  were  fulfilled  and 
the  conditions  found  reported  to  the  Council.  The  reports  submitted 
indicated  that  the  owners  of  the  establishments  conformed  to  the  provisions 
and  cared  well  for  the  animals. 

Noise  Abatement. 


There  were  bus  v cry  few  minor  complaints  received  of  noise 
nuisance  and  these  -/eve  dealt  with  informally. 


Cinematograph  and  Ctiue  Play  Licences. 

All  cinema::  or  h.  Ms  in  the  area  which  are  subject  to  licences 
for  cinematograph-  or  stage  play  performances  were  inspected  during 
the  year  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  special  attention  being  paid  to 
cleanliness,  condit.i  ons  of  seats  and  sanitary  conveniences.  There  are 
three  such  premises  within  the  Urban  area. 


Offices  L 


b irrp s  and  Railway  Premises  Act, 

19^3.  ~ 


Inspections  of  shops  ai-d  offices  continued  during  the  year.  The 
required  annual  return,  as  prescribed,  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Labour  indicating  that  number  of  premises  registered  together  with  the 
number  of  persons  employed.  The  details  as  included  in  the  annual 
return  as  below: 


Number  of  Premises  registered  during  1971- .  7- 

Number  of  Females  employed....... . 13- 

Number  of  Kales  employed . . . 

Total  number  employed . . . . . .  12. 
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Class  of  Premises 


Number 

Number  of 

Registered 

Persons 

employed 

Offices . 

4l 

123 

Retail  Shops. ............... 

168 

572 

Wholesale  shops  and  Warehouses  3 

15 

Catering  Establishments..... 

29 

83 

Fuel  Depots . . 

NIL. 

NIL. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Local  Authority  to  investigate  accidents  to 
employees  occurring  in  the  premises  to  which  the  Act  applies,  together 
with  the  action  taken  in  respect  of  such  accidents. 

Rodent  Control. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

Two  full-time  Rodent  Operatives  are  employed  by  the  Council  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors.  During  the  year 
apart  from  notified  infestations  treated,  surveys  of  the  area  including 
premises,  riverbanks,  streams  and  refuse  tips  were  made  and  any  infest¬ 
ations  located  were  treated. 

The  public  is  generally  co-operative  in  notifying  the  Department  of 
the  presence  of  any  rats  and  mice  and  such  co-operation  is  essential  to 
a  successful  service. 

The  previous  policy  of  the  Council  remains  in  respect  of 

(a)  free  treatment  for  private  premises, 

and 

(b)  a  charge  for  business  premises. 

The  poison  used  by  the  Council  for  the  treatment  of  all  infest¬ 
ations  is  Warfarin.  This  poison  is  one  of  a  number  of  poisons  known 
as  'anticoagulants,'  it  does  not  cause  bait  or  poisons  shyness  and 
therefore  n^  pre-baiting  is  done,  as  is  necessary  with  poisons  such 
as  Zinc  Phosphide  and  Arseni ous  Oxide. 

A  summary  of  the  treatment  of  surface  infestation  is  as  under: 

Rats.  Mice. 


Number  of  business  premises  treated.......  28  3 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  treated. .  434  67 

Number  of  schools  and  school  kitchens 

treated......  6  4 

Number  of  watercourses  treated .  71 
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Number  of  embankments  treated . . . . .  138. 

Number  of  river  embankments  treated.... .  51. 

Number  of  refuse  tips  treated . 13. 

Number  of  sewage  beds  treated. . . .  3. 

Number  of  recreation  grounds  treated .  1. 

Number  of  allotments  treated . .  2. 

Number  of  Local  Authority  premises  treated .  10. 

Number  of  back  lanes  treated.... . . .  85. 

Number  of  housing  sites  treated . . . .  1. 

Number  of  Canal  Bank  Sections  treated..............  2. 

Number  of  Cemeteries  treated. ..................... . 


Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  Surveyed 
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Sewe r  Treatment. 


Two  maintenance  treatments  of  the  sewers  throughout  the  area  were 
carried  out  with  the  results  as  set  out  in  the  table  below.  The  treatments 
were  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  and  on  the  treatment  the  bait  used  was 
Warfarin,  to  Ministry  of  Agriculture  specifications. 

Set  out  below  is  a  table  of  treatment  results: 


Number 

of 

Manholes 

Number 

Baited 

Number  of 
complete  and 
good  takes 

Nuaber 

of  small 
takes 

Number 

of 

No  takes 

Number  of 
Manholes 

Not  baited 

677 

670 

22 

248 

40 

7 

677 

430 

20 

106 

304 

24? 
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Factories 


No.  on 
Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

(1) 

Factories  in  v/hich  Section 

1,  2,  3?  4  and  6  are  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities... . 

1 

3 

- 

- 

(2) 

Factories  not  included  above 
in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Authority...... 

52 

48 

- 

- 

(3) 

Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
Outworkers  premises).... . 

8 

19 

- 

- 

Totals . . 

6l 

70 

- 

- 

Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found  - 


(if  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two  three  or  more 
separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more 
"cases"). 


Number  of  cases  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refer] 

H.  M.  by 
Inspector 

(4) 

red  to 

H.  M. 

Inspector 

(5) 

which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

Want  of  clean¬ 
liness  (Si) . 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding 
(S2) . . 

- 

- 

- 

■T- 

- 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (S3) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

.  Inadequate  venti- 

lation  (S4) 
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Number 

of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refer] 

H.  M.  by 

Inspecor 

(4) 

red  to 

H.  M. 

Inspector 

(3) 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors  (S6) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- - -  1  F 

Sanitary  Con¬ 
veniences  (S7) 

(a)  insufficient 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  Offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relat¬ 
ing  to  Outwork) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

- - 

- 

- 

- L 

- 

- 

Number  of  outworkers 


0 


6.M.  JAMES. 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector . 
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